
'.»?«SS»I S IS S S«S'»0

CAMEO KIRBY
By Booth Adapted From F

Tarkington and the Play of the Sams
Harry Leon Name by W. ?. M. $
Wilson FergusonF

F
COPYRIGHT, l'è*·». BY THE AMSSLCE MAGAZINE ???G???

?.e»S'SOM»M» _ .?? ««.«ve c ·«>?«>· ?·«>·«¦>· «>·«>·*9

m.

?

.

lnjr ;; ·

Kir'
hsd l
the ?.

ing ?

palti '

notor
soch an ¦
of his cnr

queii*
«ras,
gnembcr* es
pr»»f.
and ?

blínc
cod«·, whl«

the lo

the
Judjre
each

In ?
Ing.
mad»·

¦ n«l.

rei. ?

»

»...

Hain 1

the I
¦>

hspp
It a:»

plete
la¬

char-

for \

»nd »

his f.

???
»ee the
of h
plank

porti:
estri·
snd nui· ß
sshor
clslii
dall was

and aeeaa hn-ti ha

1 the lnndlng of the freight, and
irkni'ss u

WSS !

st tha
recard for t:i¡.-
the
back.
of pns-.eng«-r> and freight appeared to
be taratala
dall.

until ti.· deck came the
more prominently lata view, th·- glow
from tha * the pod
statt r letting the lean \ i-

Bg*ed pilot. BbsolUtS iieiiirtrch of his
realm, grho bow that an easy s

of ti · srad loafed
six»'. .;> took Hi»· w !
"il··!!·:. Sln.twell!"

shouteil young Raadall, looking up at
the plinth.· ?»».· Is that you, Mr. lux
hg I :
know If my fathar is We

.· him t>\ j our heal
Mr. Blxby, i:stjH¡¡>

pattern of «-«»urtesy. offered a :

tlirmative and turned frota
the \i unluW
Hut young llandall had no time to
nurs. ::ient, for now.

st last, his father had come n-

borne on the shoulders of two rou>t
shouts, ahile tie- captain and .

: with bared btMids and thankfully
left I ·¦ task of explaining

the amiable snd willing
.Colonel Moreau.
"My l.oy,'· said the fatti-r. now lay

ing a fatherly hand ou young
dail's heavn.i, should«-r, "although 1
gm a stratiger to yoh. suh. 1
ventured to assume temporary control
of this terrible affair, fob I em
southern gentleman, as was Mr.
dall, snd 1 fii-1 bound to yoh all by ·

the ties of sympathy and country. 1
was s witness, sub, to the «

which preceded snd prompted this out¬
rage, snd, although I· am sware It Is
but poh satisfaction, still It la soun-
thing to know that the scoundrel ahe
wss Instrumental In causing yoh pah
father's death has slready paid foi
It with hie life. My name, suh. is
»Colonel Moreau. and If I can be af
any further service to yfh all In thi~
dark hour of tribulation orar
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Meanwh.i·· «aineo Kirby, a bulb-t
through his right lung, was making a
desperate battle against death, flghr-
lug for the life which he bad cousid
ered little better than worthless. In
his efforts he was materially assisted
by tbe crude but faithful Bunco, his
gambling partmr, with whom be bad
played up and down the Mississippi
for years. For two weeks this com¬
bat raged, Kirby hovering between life
and death, but at th« end be emerge«!
triumphant as, over the gaming table
when the odds were as heavily against
him, be had emerged from many a
hotly conteet»»Hl conflict.
To those who Judged Kirby*« charac¬

ter from the evil reports which gossip
bad spread concerning him and to oth¬
er« who. in their rlghteou« Ignorance,
considered all gamblers légitimât« chil¬
dren of tbe devil bis remarkable re¬
covery would bar« been accepted mere¬
ly a« another proof that the «?? out»

favors . that the mllN af the
UBBi Justh-e Is blind

aud that a scoundrel hi difficult u> kill.
..r with many similar ancient
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; know \..u wouldn't." said Kir
by slni'-'v "? be moment I learn that
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:imr for in Tea can leave tli«·

rest to t:

Baace soddlsd "I geesa tb«»re alai
any ene who
you.«. 1 ain't niu« b
of a baud at the gos'iel, but I'll scare
up a prayer or tw«> for Jack Moreau's
soul."
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i one year elapsed be¬

fore Colonel Moreau, hark
enlng at length to the call of
the river, returned to bis old

haunts in New Orleans. When lati· did
so it was to learn that bis supposed
victim had entirely recovered from the
effects of the "honorable combat" and.
In conjunction with his partner, bad
reoccupied hi« old alche of fame-
premier professional gambler of the
Mississippi. Quite aside from all finan
dal reasons.tbe fact that a more
skillful and «ucceesful rival was gar¬
nering tbe major spoils of tbe river
the news of bis victim's recovery wee
seriously disquieting to tbe honorable
colonel, and bad he been forewarned
he might have indefinitely prolonged
his scquaintanc« with tbe more hesjih-

ful cllinste ot Mexico, ríe knew- that
Klrby was not the type of man t·

r continue n bullet In the hack
or the smirching of whatever little r.·

niaieed of his ir reput
and had ho erga remotely »

that h»· iiould recover he
prei aticated so ·

fully an«i with such abandon to 3
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know? Thai was the all important
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thin Mr. Klrhy-if that t*· His name.
tiidsh the m | m so well."

"I .I wish you could pluck up s
little mure spit it. Hele." he would re¬
turn, soliciten», and resentful In the
one bnath "Doesn't the thought of
that scoundrel's jiossibie
mske your blood boll? Hoii't you ever
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consider the thought of you and the
ral ami me being rendenti abso¬

lute paBJfaral Think of what It would
¦aaaa to leave the only home we have
known".

.1 have thought of nil that until
my brain Bteh like my heart."
she would inn-rrupt colorlessly. "I
have long «<»uteiiipl;ite«l tha possibility;
thought thai the deed might, after all.
be enforced 1 hare talked the mat¬
ter over with Aunt Davezac. We ».ave
decid«-d ihiit the moment we learn
that this-this gambler t« alive we
will put the place in order snd leave
im imilla ten t<>r New Orleans.sgalu
quarter oumeUe« ou aunty. After
tbal well, yii mid I must learn how
to work. Tern We must provide for
the (¿eneráis schooling, and of course
we canuoi tu? a burden on Aunt Ds-
vexac_one moment longer than lg ab-

solutely necessary. Above all. there
must on no account be any opposithm

If Kirby's claim, supposing
he still li»
»1 «»s. I suppose you're right. Dele."

üb! rohicratitiy Bgiaa "We could
not dishonor father's memory by re-

Siadials claim."
bad sorrow set blurred tin» girl's

per· «|>t i,·!:. rendered her Indifferent to

everything, she would lastaatly have
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fer, ti«.t !.« Bd«d and impulsive. t>·
not«SS accept the pae-
slve c I she had out:
A« the months passed and nothing

was heard of Kirby tbe possibility of
his being alive nnd erar clnlmir

«tion was Qnally «1 by
»utig Randall, altbou-gh

carefully professing to the contrary.
still entertained tl ? that his
enemy lived In UOSB the thought bo-
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ratify of thus«.· a bom
be had Irretrievably «longed
Lsaralag from Moreso that Kirby

was hi the city nnd. in fact, had bees
only that morning at th«· Salle

Il hurriedly re-
tliriie«! tO bU BUOI
oa foot a plan that bad been
by Jadgs piaydeU Thai rnoldj

.··! bloreaa, promised to join
the other the moment he had secured

>rtmant«-au.
Meanwt:i!e «tarea Randall, sa

ly, precise gentleman, who-·
journ in the north had sen ed to BOBBS
what cool bis fiery southern BStUIB
had promptly answered his cousins
urgent letter by stiel«, ing all bu-
demands and hastening south. Au old
bachelor, his late BJBCJS and he had
been unusually close to each Otbe*
through life, and lie bad la
his affection upon Ih· other's children,
Adele in particular t»elng his as|
favorite. Business care« bad prohib
ited his attendance at John Bai
funeral, and. In fact, tas had been kept
in ignorance of the facts surround i nu
the other's sui« lde. Adele holding that
It would causo needless worry aud sor
row.
The unpleasant duty of explaining

the tragedy devolved upon Judge Plej
dell, and. even while Tom was renew
ing his acquaintance with Colonel Me
reau, Aaron bad arrived at tbe little
house in tbe old French quarter of the
town and IMeydell was recounting to
him their plan of campaign against
Kirby.
"W· have all our plans arranged.

sir," the old judge was now saying
while he paced tbe room In «omo ex
cltement, "and 1 have taken affairs
mer« or lee« into my own bands. Tom
S/ouid bave bunted out th« Tíllala and

shot him <»n sight, but I venture tu
think my way Is the best, for we mu»i

recognize the honor due Mr. Randall's
memory, atnl that means making no
resalta nee to Mr ? irto s claim. Th.
first thing t>> do is to send your
ins out to the plantation, and they will
surreiuh-r th«· place to IBs claimant
slaves, land, everything. Then. i»ir. we

»a veza«·, aloni:
with my «laughter Ann tin«! the little

.·:.·!), i\!i
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muu. foO un· I don't thin·»
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had no «.ne to watch him. no on«· to
cere! II·· drlfta with bad campan
he must live somehow Oh, I could
beHsve ba becasag n uainhler. but thai
one with su. h 1»!<·«?1 in him could <1<»
what yea ail believe he has done.it
is im>
"Hut. miniarne." pr«»t este«l Aart:,

"this ?, this gtranaai
Moreau".

,ul«-kly interrupted. "I
think ?'.·!..nel Moreau acted from the

tive. None of this family
has a greater wish io make his ae

«luaintan·!· and thank him than have
I. Hut I am still sur·.· there waa some

: he did not s«?e. something lu¬
did not understand, something arhlch
would tak<» the staiu from ?

of th.it paar raaai man. v«'s: yea
think me a fool, you laugh at me." she
addisi as : ¡died Iron¬
ically, "but it *·* what I think, and It
is good to »-ee some one laugh In this
house even if It Is at my expense."
As she turned to leave an old Bagro

entered and announced that the
"French nlggehs" would gerve i-offee
in fifteen minutes.
"Wait, Croup," commanded Mme

Davexac. Then, addressing the two
gentlemen, she added: "Listen. This
negro belonged one time to the father
of Eugene Klrby. «Croup, tell the gen¬
tlemen what you have told me on.·«·

of that time your young M. Klrby ha«
fall from the oak tr«»e "

"Well, suh. it were like dis bea h."
bagan the old negro. I urn ing to Judge
l»l«-yil«ell. " 'Twere long time ago. fo
Mar-»e Randall done buy me to keep
me from hem' sold st auction. Pen 1
b'long to ole Mame Klrby, what"« been
long dead ano gone. Dat UT Mane
Qeoe Kirby In dem days round de
place all de niggehs d»»ne know him h)
de name of UT Marse Com« Ctieei

G?. käse dat whet de UT bey «Ibi
fo' greetln*. Hut de way what d.·
name got fixed on him is dis: II.
? tendah bahted lad seem labk bs
katat stair Is* to have sotad]
ble nohah ad' one day a HT yaMer.
no count, ornery brown ¡.
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quaint.ua«· I will com«· doe
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.ydell had d«
parted, «rhn« the Indies were 1
engn^e«! with their packing and y
Randall was dreastag, the tall tigni··
of tbe flower of southern chivalry.
port;natit«»an in hand, arrived at x

and was heartily greeted ?

the cx'iectant Aaron, who. sensible of
his duties as host, put forti:
fort I this disr ; ·> ·-

lt«»r in the manner befitting one who
owned such presumable rank ami \ .r

tue.
"Allow me to welcome you. sir." he

said. "My name Is aVBISSl riandai!
and I have the honor to be cousin to
tbe poor children you have befriended
May I offer you a morning dram, sir'.-"
Moreau ac«epted the glas« with bis:

native courtesy and, raising It mur
mured: "With yoh. sub! I regret
added in his best manner, "that I
have never been able to meet the la
dies of yoh coustu's household, and 1
was delighted to hear today from Mr
Randall that I am to have tbe pleasure
of helping to complete the punishment
I l»ega? mob than a year ago on the
destroyer of this family'« happinev*.
I allude, sub. to tbe notorious Cam····
Kirby "

"You call a pistol ball through tin»
right lung only · beginning, colonel?"
mildly Inquired Aaron, impressed by
his visitor's evident prowess.
"The bail I put through Klrby's

right lung. sah. was the result of my
indignation fob others,** replied Mo¬
reau. "The one I shall hope to put
thr ugb his heart is foh myself. Yeh
family's plan roh disposing of the
scoundrel has my «ntire approval, sub
I_ have tb·· h«»nor to tell 70b tjiat


